Austin LaFave

Communications and Marketing Specialist

I'm a jack-of-all-trades designer and communicator
with experience across graphic design, web design,
communications, and marketing. This versatility
allows me to approach projects holistically and
collaborate effectively with colleagues from different
backgrounds. | thrive in team environments where
diverse perspectives come together to create impactful
solutions.

My work has spanned higher education, journalism,
and the health and wellness industry. These varied
experiences have given me a deep appreciation for
translating complex ideas into clear, compelling
content for diverse audiences.

Below is some of the work I've done.
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University of Michigan-Flint School of
Nursing's 50th Celebration

o -
5“ You've been invited! ar%

‘We are delighted to invite you to the University of
Michigan-Flint School of Nursing's 50th
d Bill, the % Anniversary Celebration, a milestone event honoring
(PRESS) Act five decades of excellence in nursing education.

' Join us on November 131h, 2024 from 5-8pm at the

Sloan Museum, located at 1221 E Kearsley St, Flint, M1
48503 ;
%‘h ’ J.'Slﬁ

RSVP by Oct 25, 2024

The evening will feature a delightiul dinner and dessert, allowing us to reconnect,
reminisce, and celebrate our shared accomplishments.

and Resources

holarship
Additionally, the museum will be open for you to explore Flint's rich history,
Thursday, August 12th eEealiig zm ntofeettabie backro, fortiis specil o )
Please RSVP with the button above to ensure your place at this memorable event.
We look forward to celebrating with you and honoring the incredible
contributions of our alumni, faculty, and staff,

Dress Code:
Diressy Casual

Are you an alum? If so, we'd love to feature your story

wurse in Williamston i
during our event!

We invite you to complete our testimonial form below.

Keep up o date with all things SON through our socials!

f Xin@©

i you're inferested in sponsoring contact Lisa McGraw at 313-247-9853
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Summer Camp 2023
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Future Nurses Summer Camp
202

2 Quotes

Japasi Gadzams

Masilyn Filter
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“Yes, |am totally infecested!

tion | Now OO * aming on attencing. Take advantage

Register for the Golf Quting here!

Emails Created in Constant Contact

Constant Contact was a key tool in my communications work for both the Michigan Press Association and UM-Flint
School of Nursing. At MPA, | used it to distribute event information, including the annual golf benefit, legislative
updates, and membership communications. At the School of Nursing, | managed email campaigns for program
announcements, open houses, and alumni engagement. These efforts helped strengthen connections with
stakeholders and ensure timely, relevant information reached the right audiences.



WITHOUT
LOCAL
JOURNALISM?

“ American politics will become even
more polarized; government and
business corruption will flourish;
the glue that holds communities

together will weaken. "

Margaret Sullivan, "Ghosting The News"™

Roiovance LVl ==

NEWSPAPER POWER.

Prinl. Chgalel & Secial Solulions for our adwerlsers.

Over the past couple of years, I've fell a shift in
our narralive as an industry. | used to get so
frustrated at our headiings proclaiming the “death
of newspapers.” Much fo our dismay, people read
them and believed them and that became the
excuse for not reading or advertising in them.

Of course you know that we've been working to
shift our manira. Now we advocale supporf local
Journalism.” And | would argue that message is
working. Now, more than any time in the decade
that I've been a publisher, we are seeing a
marked increase in readership of our paper
because people know we are the only accurate
source for facts about what is happening in their
small town communities.

We provide an easy way for them to
connect.

EEN THE
FLINT AND

COMMUNITY COLLEGE FLINT

NUR 307
EMPOWERING NURSES, NO TUITION!

SCHODL OF NURSING
WHERE SUCCESS LEADS

©
l

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENHANCE YOUR SKILLS THROUGH

ENROLL IN THE RN TO BSN
PROGRAM WITH SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES, EXCLUSIVELY

FOR LCC STUDENTS AND ALUMMNI,

Google and Meta Advertisements

RECEIVE A SCHOLARSHIP
VALUED AT §1,700+

NUR 307 TO EXPAND YOUR
EXPERTISE IN HOLISTIC PATIENT
ASSESSMENT AND COMPLEX
DECISION-MAKING.

mNT WHERE SUCCESS LEADS ﬂ

.~ NEONATAL NURSE
PRACTITIONER PROGRAM "':E

SCHOOL OF NURSING

FLINT WHERE SUCCESS LEADS

WEBINARS EVERY @

Learn more about the nursing profession directly from our advisors, and ask
questions directly.

SPEAKER SPEAKER
paodil

'-\qu

Brooke Kyle
RNBSN Academic Advisor

EVENTS.UMFLINT.EDU

Traditional Academic Advisor

SCHOOL OF NURSING

OCTOBEH 22ND '
SIGN UP NOW!




UM-=-FLINT
SCHOOL OF NURSING

HURLEY
TUESDAYS

Empower your future in healthcare with the University of Michigan-Flint's
comprehensive nursing and odvanced practice education offerings. Our
curriculum is designed to cater to a diverse range of professienal goals,
whether you're just beginning your journey or seeking to enhance your
expertise with advanced qualifications.

WHAT'S IN IT FOR YOU?

@ Better Pay Prospects Higher eoming potential
@ Wider Career Options
@ Advanced Skill Set o

WILL FEATURE OUR
RN TO BSN PROGRAM!

NEWSPAPER ADS WORK.

newspaper readers who
OU'[ read an ad with 2 coupon

took action after

seeing the ad.’

THETOP ACTIONS ARE >>>

— >>>Jse coupons
>>> Save the coupons for future reference
»»» Consider purchasing advertised products

Nobody delivers a more angaged audiance thanwe do. Our growth online
combined with print, is impressive a3 mare readers turm o us farlocal naws

Newspaper:‘. are your best investment.
v about local

NEWSPAPER POWER.

Print. Digital & Social Solutions for our advertisers.

Printed Program Flyers

Why Public Notice Should

Remain in Newspapers —a's

Sance the first L5, Congress,
public efficials have
unalerstood that newspapers
are the best medium

three-legged

1o notify the public about
stool official matters because
of government they contain the
transparency essential

elements of

lic notice:
Newspapers public notice
remain the primary

vehicle for public
rtice in

i Accessibility
all 50 states
8a8
Independence
vs ?@
B m B,

This is not about 8
“newspapers vs the internet”™, &

It’s newspapers and
newspaper websites vs
government websites

Archivability

Publishing notices
on the internet
is neither

reduce the presence of public cheap
netices on the internet nor free D:.b_.?

SCHOOL OF NURSING

FLINT

RNBSN Virtual
Ope.n_ House

11:00am - | July 22nd
1:00pm 2025

0L OF NUR

WHERE SUCCESS LEADS

Direct Admit Application

Direct Admit. Direct Impact. No waitlist.
Your nursing future starts here in Flint

wwmmm-

Please scan the QR code to apply
https/fgo.umflint edu/flintdirectadmit2s E

February 6™, 2026
March 13", 2026

Application closes Sept. 8th

e SCHOOL OF NURSING

QLA
COLLEGE N o

Tuition Support
Available

Eau:luslve for Lansing Community
(f‘l'l(

S an
admitted/enrolled in the UM-Flint
RN to BSN program for Fall 2025.

Covers Tuition
Costs

Scholarship offsets uncovered
tuition expenses (excluding
fees & books) for Fall 2025

Who's Eligible?

Students can apply if they
completed any of the
following mixed-mode
UM-Flint courses witha
grade of C or higher, and
did the in-person part at
LCC:

= NSC180 (Winter 2025 MT)

» NUR 307 (Summer 2025 M)

» NUR3T0 (Fall 2025 M)

Last-clollar
Scholarship

For for information and general
quastions, please email Jennifer
Spenny at spen
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University of Michigan - Flint
School of Nursing

The following section of my portfolio showcases my work at the
University of Michigan-Flint, where | served as a Communications
Specialist for the School of Nursing for 3 years. This role asked me to
wear many hats: marketer, web designer, and recruiter. This
breadth of experience gave me a comprehensive understanding of
the communications lifecycle and allowed me to contribute to a wide
variety of projects.

What | enjoyed most was helping underrepresented communities in
Flint and Genesee County discover pathways to a nursing career.
Whether | was building a recruitment campaign, designing a
webpage, or hosting an open house, | knew the work could open
doors for someone who might not have considered nursing before.
That purpose drove everything | did.

Each project in this section reflects my ability to adapt, collaborate,

and deliver results.

SCHOOL OF NURSING

WHERE SUCCESS LEADS

FLINT




ARTICLES WRITTEN BY AUSTIN LAFAVE

Maize and Blue Scholar honors Supporting student success: UM-Flint, Monroe County UM-Flint expands Standardized
mother's legacy, inspires Specialized staff strengthen Community College partnership Patient Program with help from
community care a... nursing educati... expands access to ... family duo...

I

UM-Flint School of Nursing Five reasons to pursue your RN Giving Blueday 2024: Reasons to UM-Flint launches after-school
receives $3.94M grant to address to BSN with UM-Flint's School of support UM-Flint's Nursing nursing program at Hamady
rural nursin... Nursing... Student Emerg... High Schoel...

OCTOBER 13, 2024 JULY 31, 2024 MARCH 13, 2024 FEERUARY 21, 2024

UM-Flint's School of Nursing UM-Flint Nursing develops next
travels to Chicago for the generation of health care leaders
national Magnet ... at summ...

SEPTEMBER 28, 2023 AUGUST 3, 202

https://news.umflint.edu/author/aulafave/

School of Nursing I authored AP-style press releases and articles for the UM-Flint School of Nursing, covering
AP Stvle Articl everything from heartwarming student journeys to program expansions and campus events. Each
ty e Articles piece was crafted with journalistic precision and a storyteller's touch, ensuring complex

information was accessible and engaging for diverse audiences. This work strengthened the
School's media presence and helped share its mission with the broader Flint community.


https://news.umflint.edu/author/aulafave/

School of Nursing Photograghy



School of Nursing Photograghy (Continued)



MEETING GOALS:
BRAINSTORM

= Orient the marketing team to the importance of
strong branding (ShowNTell)

* Get on the same page on past and future of
marketing for SOM (ShowNTell}

* Get critique and insights on current marketing
for SON (BrainTrust)

» Prioritize marketing initiatives with timelines
(BrainTrust)

o0e

AGENDA

1. HOLISTIC
[BRANDING 101

Wihat ic holistic brans

iing?

OF NURSING

WRat is the current state
of Mursing & SON?

3. MARKETING

4.MEXT STEPS

HOLISTIC
BRANDING 101

Brand Stratagy

P~

3]I_BFIAIID
STRATEGY
Act of shaping brand
perception; the actions taken to
make sure the way your
audience perceives you is in
alignment with the way you
want to be perceived. (Voice,

PRIORITIES
The WHAT - What are
priorities when
marketing the SON?

ENROLLMENT DATA -FALL 2022
DEMOGRAPHICS FOR GRADUATE

8larls The HOW - How to we
“han atcomplish meeting our messagi ng a([ionsj
T marketing priorities?

POST-PANDEMIC
NURSING INSIGHTS

MENTAL HEALTH CONCERNS ARE
SHAPING GEN F'S COLLEGE
SEARCH.

WEAKNESS - AREAS WHERE THE
BUSINESS NEEDS TO IMPROVE TO
REMAIN COMPETITIVE

What internal initiatives that are
underperforming? What could we improve? Where
do we have fewer resources tham others? What are
others likely to see as weaknesses?

STANDARDS

FOR DIGITAL EXPERIENCES.

STUDENTS HAVE HIGH
MNon-LULS. Residents (International Students)

American Indian or Alaskan Native

Agian® (not of Hispanic origin)

Hispanic or Lating

STUDENTS ARE ACADEMICALLY ‘STUDENTS ARE QUESTIOMING THE
UNDERPREFARED. VALUEOF ACOLLEGE EDUCATION.

Mative Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander® + Weak brand

N » Accelerated and Traditional BSN not enrolling well
White (Mot of Hispanic Origink

Two or More Races
TIMIHG OF STUDENT SEARCH

STUDENTS ARE EAGER FOR IN-
BEHAVIORS IS SHIFTING.

PERSON
EVENTS AND EXPERIENCES. Race/Ethnicity Unknawn

THREATS - EXTERNAL FACTORS THAT
HAVE THEPOTENTIAL TO HARM

What things are out of our control? What threats could
harm us? What is our competitien doing? What threats

1) INCREASE VISIBILITY

DETERMINE MEASURABLE
ACTIONS FOR NEXT 12 MONTHS

do our weaknesses expose to you?

* Proliferation of anling nursing programs
= Other colleges offering programs

* Reputationfnarrativefimage of Flint

= Unknawn institution

* Unkngwn NUFSing program

Grow social media following
= Instagram
= Facebaok
= Twitter
* Limkedin
= YouTube

Increase website traffic
- Adls

= Newsletters
* Annwal reports

Increase presence at events
+ SON-sponsered events
= External-sponsered evwents

Cultivate partnerships
* K12 schools
+ Community colleges
# Healthcare systems
= Comamunity-based
arganizations
* Donors

H
S

MAXIMIZE
OUTREACH CHANNEL
UTILIZATION

Annual Report
School of Nursing

| worked on an annual report for the School of Nursing Faculty and Staff to create
content showcasing each year’s achievements. For the latest version, | redesigned the
report in Google Slides to improve accessibility and ensure university compliance.



M events

FLINT

Home Absut Departments Conferences & Events

Home > School of Nursing Login

m ﬁuﬁ&é’

Sehool of Nursing

Leading Nurse Practitioner’'s Into the
Next Decade

Online RN to DI
with M5N

TODAY, Jan 25, 6:30pm to 7:30pm

Online RN to BSN Webinar Online RN (associate degr... BSN to MSN/DNP AND MSN... Traditional Bachelor of Sci... Mogetcr o Allcnd
Aug Sth. 2026 12:00 PH, EDT Sep Sth. 2026 12:00 PM, EDT Sep 10th, 2026 12:00 PH, EOT Sep 151h, 2026 12:00 PH. EOT
Online Online Onling Oniline

e Il om0 join s in Eam ahold our grakurie-iEe nrsieg progrems ant
A rAfL AN in gr aiiaie pameyays o ene | ineversty o Behi an. Fin
FoEibng program chAngst R 0 e et B ves Rogies s D STend 55 e
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O el S s Family Huse Pracilgme
i Paycinalia: Weivlal Heallly Manse Fraulilbonm
Em‘ l- ; . L] ] 1]
e : All guests who attend will receive a waiver for
— the $bb application fee.
EEXOETTTTTR

: : : ~- B s

Salesforce CRM At UM-Flint School of Nursing, | used TargetX (Salesforce) to create automated email journeys for prospective students. |
School of Nursing built a workflow where new prospects received an initial email to indicate their program of interest, followed by tailored

content including program-specific videos and news stories. This approach streamlined communications, maintained a
cohesive voice, and kept prospective students engaged throughout the recruitment process.




JMI UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-FLINT

Apply | About | Careers | K-12 | Library | My UM-Flint ~

ONLINE ADMISSIONS TUITION & FEES CAMPU E HOUSING ALUMNI & GIVING

Heme > Schoel of Nursing

School of Nursing

Opportunities for nurses are abundant and are evolving in numerous
challenging directions. At one time, nurses were primarily prepared for
work in hospitals. Today, a large variety of rewarding opportunities is

available in a range of geographic and cultural settings.

E Request Information ' Apply
B Book an Advising Appointment

Home ¢ BoboelotPnie ¢ S Gercene

Nursing Certificates

Doctoral Degree Program

« Onling BSM to DHE with MSH Program
« Onfing BN to DHE with MSH Program

Our ONP degrees offer five specialty tracks

= Adult Gerontalegy Acute Cane Nurse Practitiones
= Adult Gerontology Primary Cane Nursa Practitiones
» Faily Mursé Practitioner

= Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner

» Meonatal Nurse Practitioner

All specialty tracks can add a Certificate In Organizational Leadership from the School of Management after MSH
conferment. Speak with an advisor for detalls

MSN to DNP

Qur M5H to DNF degrees offer two tracks

* Dnline MSHN to DNP Advanced Practice

« Dinling DHP Executive Leadership

Graduate Certificates

= Adult-Gorontoleoy Acuts Carg Past Graduate Cortificats
= Psychiatric Mental Health Post Graduate Cartiticate

Dual Degree

Pursue two degrees simultancously

= Master of Bysiness Admintiration: DNPYM

» Master of Science in Leadership and Cogani zaticnal Dynamics DNPMSLOD

https://www.umflint.edu/nursing/

Explore our Neonatal Nurse Practitioner Program - Attend a Webinar!

Jain us for 2 webinar from noon to 1 pum. every second Tuasday of tha month to larm about eur MNP program, including admisskon requiremants,
currkailum, Cari dulback and mans! Yo will 3o have the opeortunily 1o ik whativer Guidtions You iy R Lo s i UM-FEAL s right for you.

Web Design In my role at the University of Michigan-Flint School of Nursing, | served as the primary webmaster for the School's website.

UM-Flint School of Nursing

My responsibilities included adding new program pages such as the Neonatal Nurse Practitioner Program, creating a dedicated
page for the School's 50th Anniversary celebration, and ensuring all content remained relevant and accessible. Additionally, |

performed SEO research to drive prospective student engagement and increase visibility for the School's programs and the

city of Flint as a destination for nursing education.


https://www.umflint.edu/nursing/

Tours

Request a Tour [ Redquest a tour of the Center for Simuka

Towrs of the School of Nursing Center for Simulation & Clinical Innovation, first and second floors, are possible Monday
through Friday between 9 am. and 4 pom. Special accommodations outside these days or times require administrative
approval and are made on a case-by-case basis.

While the education of our students is our first priority, the availability of space, equipment, and other resources for tours

will not be guaranteed, Tour duration and content are based on the availability of resources at the time of the tour and will
ba at the discretion of the available staff or faculty members guiding the tour.

Virtual Tours

Explore cur innovative School of Nursing Center for Simulation & Clinical Innovation with these virtual tours

int's SON Firs1 Floor SIM Center UM-Flint 50N 5IM Center Second Floor
ichael36431 s ) .

Meet faculty and staff

Our diverse team of faculty and staff are
dedicated to excellence in healthcare
education by supporting nursing students’
pathways from academic coursework to career
preparation.

‘wateh on B8 YouTube

> -
WVirtual Tour of First Floor Center for Simulation and Clinkcal Innavation WVirtual Tour of Second Floor Center for Simulation and Clinkcal T h s. c
e li/ our the Sim Center

Our highly-rated Center for Simulation and
Clinical Innovation offers simulation scenarios
designed to help students develop problem-
solving and clinical decision-making skills.

Learn about scholarships

UM-Flint is proud to offer many scholarships for
students. The majority of scholarships are
created by generous donors who believe in
supporting students as they pursue their
educational goals.

TUES, AUG 6
9AM - 12PM

WSW BUILDING

REGISTER HERE

FLINT
“NURSING. [EI A
Events Calendar In addition to web management, | kept the community informed by creating and distributing invitation links for School of

Nursing events, including open houses, webinars, and program-specific information sessions. | oversaw the backend of
these events through Salesforce CRM, managing registrations, tracking attendance, and ensuring seamless communication
with prospective students. | also served as the primary host for open house events, welcoming prospective students and
their families to campus, and worked closely with academic advisors to support their program-specific recruitment events.

School of Nursing



AFFCNF POBCAST

Episode 2

12pm - 1pm
WEW Atrime & Cladirsami

R

Social Media From mid-2023 through 2026, | was the a controller, creator, and poster for all of the School of Nursing's social media

. content. | managed our presence across multiple platforms, but focused most heavily on Facebook and Instagram, where
School of Nursi ng our two key audiences lived: prospective nursing students and our alumni network. | created engaging content that grew
our follower base, increased interaction, and helped attract future nurses while keeping our alumni connected to the
School. The content | created was not just simple photos, but graphics, videos, call-to-actions, etc.



Michigan Press Association

At the Michigan Press Association, | served as a Communications
Specialist and handled everything from web to print. | was the
primary webmaster for our WordPress site, the primary graphic
designer for the monthly statewide Bulletin, and a contributor to
our journalistic efforts. | helped host our annual convention,
wrote press releases, submitted weekly and monthly
newsletters, and kept our members informed on the issues that
mattered most.

This role is where | really sharpened my journalistic instincts and
learned to manage multiple projects at once. Some weeks | was
designing the Bulletin, writing a press release, updating the
website, and coordinating convention logistics, all at the same
time. That experience shaped me into the versatile, organized
communicator | am today.

g




MICHIGAN PRESS ASS50CIATION

EVENTS & TRAINING

https://michiganpress.org/

Web Design
Michigan Press Association

=5 - 5=
L = o p—

= M_-"’ =i
" LEARN MORE |

[ 4

Events Calendar '-u Y ...

E DEMANDS
BHot Deals BMember To Member Deals @Marketspace b L. . IDURKALISH

Search for Event by:
NB2026 TH 11182026 o { Change Dates 3 -
2020 MPA Michigan Democracy Demands Democracy Demands
My My Nowspapers Graphic Poster Journalism T-Shirt Journalism W-Nock (Unisex)
Marrow search b)’ - $25.00 §25.00 $3000
Results Found: 1 View Full Calendar
Soiiby: A-Z Dale - t New Eventl & Print
National Newspaper Weak
Sunday Ocl 4, 2026 - Sunday Ocl 11, 2026
ead morng —
Categones: Annual Evenis
Men's :.egend Windshirt Men's MPA Foundation Rain Mesh Press Vest (5 pack)
$64.00 Jacket - $300.5%
$80.00

In my role at the Michigan Press Association, | managed the organization's WordPress website, overseeing content
updates and site structure. | created pages for annual conventions, refreshed content to keep members informed
on legislative and industry developments, and built an online shop to handle merchandise and membership sales.
This work improved site functionality, user experience, and the organization's digital presence.


https://michiganpress.org/

Press Releases

2021 MPA Better
Newspaper Contest

Embargo:Donotreleasebefore3:00p.m., Thursday,March17, 2022

MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

Promoting Press Freedom Since 1868

Statewide Contest Spotlights Quality Journalism

Members of Arkansas Press Association reviewed 186 entries submitted by 9 Michigan NewsMedia members this year.
The competitioninspires all journalists to produce their best work, which in turn, nurtures stronger communities.

“It's clear the huge amount of work our collective newsrooms are doing all over the state to serve their communities.
Covering our beats is crucial work that supports the democratic process in each community in Michigan; it's work that
supports the spirit of each community we serve. We have wonderful examples here of the tremendous talent we have in
our state. These recent years have been difficult, but we will look back on these times with pride for all the positive impact
we’re having on our readers”. Paul J. Heidbreder, Michigan Press Association President and Publisher of the Traverse
City Record-Eagle.

The 2021 “News Media Publication of the Year” award is presented to the top News Media publication in the
Local and Statewide circulation classes based on points accumulated (100 for first, 70 for second and 40 for third) in all
Editorial contest categories. Winners of those awards are listed below.

Circulation Class TotalPoints NewsMedia Publication
Local 650 Flint Beat

Statewide 1,300

Bridge Michigan

The MPA Rookie Writer Award recognizes exemplary efforts of new writers just breaking into journalism. The

three finalists are: Sam Dodge of The Ann Arbor News, Amy Diaz of the Flint Beat and Sierra Clark of the Traverse City
Record-Eagle, with the award going to Amy Diaz.

Excellence in Policing and Social Justice Reporting recognizes high-profile use-of-force incidents led to

days of protests; civil unrest; and, tragically, further violence, destruction, and death. Unfortunately, these protests have,
in far too many communities, further widened the gap between police agencies and their communities. Local journalism
reporting on this topic is crucial to communities in Michigan. Entries in this category will be judged on not only real time
reporting on community events, but also the underlying. The three finalists are Bridge Michigan for “Struggles with Racism
in Northern Michigan”, BridgeDetroit & NBC News for “Built to keep Black from White” and Michigan Advance for “The
history and politics of police reform efforts in Michigan” with the award going to BridgeDetroit & NBC News.

The Best FOIA Story Award recognizes the best story using FOIA as the main tool to gain information. This award

will shine a spotlight on the importance of FOIA in getting information about what is going on in government. the best story
using FOIA as the main tool to gain information. The three finalists are: Grand Rapids Press for “Whitmer said Separation
agreements like Robert Gordon’s are used often in State Government”, Bridge Michigan for “Emails: Michigan sheriff
sought to seize voting machines amid Trump claims”, and Kalamazoo Gazette for “Kalamazoo closed-door meetings
exposed”, with the award going to Bridge Michigan.

The MPA Public Service Award recognizes a distinguished example of meritorious public service by a newspaper

or newspaper individual that has made a significant contribution to the betterment of their community. Winners of this
award is listed below based on their circulation Class:

Statewide: Michigan Advance for “How Michiganders are coping with the COVID crisis”

The 2022 MPA Better Newspaper Contest opens August 1, 2022.

Michigan Press Association

827 North Washington Avenue
Lansing, MI 48906-5199
Phone: 517.372.2424

Fax: 517.372.2429
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Michael Wilkinsonisthe2020recipientoftheRichardMillimanJournalist of the Year Award. The “JOY” award is sponsored by the
Michigan PressAssociationFoundation.

Michael was chosen by a panel of five judges representing Michigan media and academia. He will receive a $1000 prize.

Michael was the first reporter in Michigan to spot that Detroit was a national hotspot for the virus and that COVID-19, in the early days
of the pandemic, disproportionately sickened and killed African Americans. He came to the latter conclusion before state
epidemiologists did.

In a quote from his managing editor at Bridge Magazine: “Unlike many data reporters, Michael uses data as a starting point — rather
than a destination — to shed light on how policies impact everyday lives.”

“Wilkinson made the numbers tell stories and hold public officials accountable on the biggest story of 2020,” says judge Chuck Strokes
from WXYZ.

“Mike’s body of work with Bridge Michigan is a shining example of how data can generate news impact, tell compelling stories, add
insight, and find connections that matter and can drive meaningful action,” said Michigan Press Association Foundation Board member
and contest judge Sara Wurfel, vice president at Truscott Rossman. “This is what strong community journalism can do.”

“Telling complicated, data-driven stories is difficult. Michael uses well done info graphics that help readers have a better understanding
of the complete story. He does an excellent job of combining graphic information with the story to give readers an easy understanding
of complex topics,” said contest judge and MPA Foundation Trustee Jim Wojcik.

Wilkinson grew up in Macomb County and earned a degree at the University of Michigan. He was also part of a team at The Blade of
Toledo that won national honors, including the National Headliner and Gerald Loeb awards, for exposing widespread political corruption
in a scandal that came to be known as Coingate. The stories led to political reform in Ohio state government.

At the Detroit News he won numerous state awards for projects, including series that examined the impending housing crash, and
segregation in schools and neighborhoods in Metro Detroit.

In 2013, Wilkinson joined Bridge Michigan as the publication’s computer-assisted reporting specialist. His work has been indispensable
to readers, never more so than during the pandemic, where he created a coronavirus dashboard of more than a dozen interactive
charts and graphs that he has updated daily for more than a year, including weekends.

Mike lives in Toledo with his family and his guitar.

In a virtual awards ceremony via Zoom on March 25, the MPA Foundation also recognized Kristen Jordan Shamus of the Detroit Free
Press as runner up for her Covid-19 coverage and Robin Erb from Bridge Magazine for her Covid-19 Coverage. They were chosen from a
field of entries from broadcast, print and electronic journalists for work from October 2019 thru September 2020.

Previous winners of the JOY Award are Tresa Baldas of the Detroit Free Press, Paula Gardner of MLive, Garret Ellison of MLive, Karen
Bouffard and Joel Kurth of the Detroit News, Curt Guyette of the American Civil Liberties Union, and Jennifer Dixon of the Detroit Free
Press.

The Michigan Press Association Foundation was created in 1980 to further the interests of community journalism in Michigan. The
Foundation’s mission includes serving the public interest by encouraging, fostering, and aiding improvements in the quality, vigor and
fairness of Michigan journalism and a free press in the state of Michigan. The MPA Foundation has invested more than $300,000 in
Michigan journalism since 1990, including the awarding of nearly 300 scholarships to college-level journalism students and has awarded
the Richard Milliman Journalist of the Year to one Michigan journalist each year since 2014.

The mission of the Michigan Press Association Foundation is to promote,
improve and encourage community journalism in Michigan.

In my role at the Michigan Press Association, | managed the organization's WordPress website, overseeing content
updates and site structure. | created pages for annual conventions, refreshed content to keep members informed
on legislative and industry developments, and built an online shop to handle merchandise and membership sales.

This work improved site functionality, user experience, and the organization's digital presence.
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“The best way we can show respect for the voters who
are upset is by telling them the trutht”

—SenatorMitt Romney

The 101st Session of the Michigan Legislature
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Executive Director's Column

our Public Affais team need to get to know and begin
educating them about the issues around public notice

government. We anticipate the bills will be
reintroduced early in the session.

e na ben rfung st lgton e s
be introduced quite soon and we'l let

o has Bl b P i need yout el 10 pov
the legislatin.

Ton satewids public notios dtatee tat we e b

out of newspapers. One member shared the difference was.
002 % cost against revenue.

The third issue is government websites. One member
looked at the websites in thei circulation area to determine.
who had a website, was it updated regularly and if the clerk
had the time to maintain the website. | ask you talk with
your clerks and where do they fal on the spectrum. Cities
and Counties may have robust sies others maybe not. What
would the cost be for the clerks ta buld and maintain @
secure site? If you find these answers please let Lisa or |

(g o wih DUNP s ity reoted o the bils n  know A sde nate e leared from 3 egaiure 3 ownshi
1y 13, 2021 the 1015t session of the  The leadership i the House has changcdwnh A the yearprogresses,ve will look t other e legulotute. The Publc Afars tcom has tated many  webse hos s a ected offcal who 1o ot been i
M\ch\ an Le islature will begin. e new session. Ja: lare) is  legislationincluding rejuvenating the bills
g g rejt g times in meetings with legislators, it mbers  office since 2012,

The end of 2020 was 2 battle for MPA and our

jould subject the legislature and the
Governor to FOIA.

members e ublc s %l Minority Leader. Reprosent access to information and the increased  use of oniine Take away: Thank you for your effots in December; f you
Mewspapers. We Mensged . Stove O the bl Harnp g eChenertield s she Speaker Please consider taking the time to get The MPA members all shre in the succes of pushing back | CTUOM MIPublicNorice 20 was developed 1o have 3 new rep, ge to know them and say in contact with
that “would allwlocs ro-Tem:  Fredrick (R. t Your legisators if you dont e M el e e sacess o pusing Bk rspond to the cal tat puic noices b plaed o your curen reprsenatie g up forpulc ot 20t
Rotce. Bxclushely on thar oW websie ot Owasso) i Majority Hoor Leaderan Sready. 15 Vital 1o grassroots that we the lormer Speaker of the House sfr o remove PUIE government wbies. efend nevspaper ofors <o prn and e otces
ariimate these Blls il be back. and soon Representative Yousef Rabhi (D-Ann Arbor)is  have the ability to reach out to these O e o e e while increasing access and survey your townships, cies

The public policy staff is meeting vith new
lucate them

via Zoom. Keep your eyes on your inbox for an
invite if you have a new rep.

inority Floor Leader.

MPA is also working with the Senate to craft
legislation that will address the concerns o
access to public nofice that many legislators
have voiced. Senator Curt VanderW.

redefine newspaper to include an online

omponent and mandate publications of notices
online and participation in a statewide public
notice website.

Itis itlly mportant that MPA members who
have not started participatin

MiPuBlcNotices, com start doing 5o soon. When
discussing our siteratives o local governmen
control of notice, our willingness to create and
maintain a statewide website of all notices is a

people when _issues impacting
newspaper arise. Grassroots are our first
line of def

members and the countless hours of our Public Affais team,

held it back.

) v 5 ey e, 5 Your erseetsceac it

your elected officials that make th diffeer

However, the moment t

in the success s over. It is
2 new legislative session with new members who you and

our efforts 1o retain notices in print and not on
Govarment webss n clecd el once od o MEA
needed to stop being the party of NO. Our response is 20
and our altemative legslation. Legislators are pleased when
e show themhe daabase Fowever,we ar hrd prssed
n they want to their newspaper is using the
Gatabase, PLEASE pariipete in he rogrom.

Ves, there is a cost. But compare the cost vs.revenue. Then
subiract the total revenue if the legislature takes notices

and county websites and help us colect data 1ot our
Upcoming discuseions with egsatrs

Again thank you for your support of MPA as we represent
you.

P

Michigan Press Song

AN PRESS ASSOCIATION

huge sengf?oml for \sg‘s\ztors We understand FRE3S BOND.
the cost putting to some e but feel it's a L aprived sudsrebpsireltiod
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tokeep notices n newspapers.

2021 MPA

Directory
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Cover Contest

Its time for the 2021 MPA Directory Cover
Contest

To.car gl fricnls In Charkerels we sing In veices clear
Toor et gand s i e e

w 2 et oae fricods, and say Wit yus & Jeur,
e o marchin. marebing o

Fetcakey, Iyng o6 the tay, & beasilfal a0
Has ot b, Bt e, cun e r e v s
Ay e e iy e opene to our sght,

All MPA members are invited to show off their
photography skis and submit o photo for the
Cover of this year's MPA Directory!

bbby

The theme this year is a little different. We'd like
picures. from mside the newsroom_printing
presses, messy desks or anything else in your
newsroom that says newspaper to the artistic

A s 088 e sy e Sy, with prated

Tre b o by I st G, e phich e u««m emte

T wrestss coee mcee 0 T 17 of GubeTs 4 f oo
P —

Please submit your entry by Febuary 15th, You
<an emai et saGmichganorese. org, The
contest _wil be judged by the MPA
Communications Comiitae

Thanks to The Clare County Cleaver and Angela Kellogg for finding this treasure

MICHIGANPRESS.org

I managed the monthly Bulletin for the Michigan Press Association, a
publication sent to newspapers across the state. Content was gathered
from various partners and contributors, and it was my job to bring it all
together. Using Adobe InDesign, | handled the full design and layout
process, from organizing articles and ads to ensuring editorial
consistency and visual appeal. The Bulletin was a key resource for
Michigan's journalism community, and | took pride in delivering a
polished product month after month.

The Bulletin
Michigan Press Association
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The 117th Session of the US Congress has begun

The st fow wesks of the 202122 sesion of the US

Peter is 2 proud fourth generation West Michigander, born
Peter's o v

55 began in MPA s proud to be
epresenting the groups o people (ournalsts) who brought
the good, the bad and the ugly stories o us this month.

we go forwar 1 our DC coleagues il be
ookt post el st of e bayrol
Protection. hct, and other  issues. of imporance. (0
newspapers throughout the country.

s important that MPA members communicate with their
members o Congress Refaonsps it hes Tols saved

wspapers from paying large tarffs on Canadian paper &
o e St v hrted with oher s b the

Michigan has two new members of Congress this session.
Republican  Congressman  Peter Mejer is  replacing
Congressman Justin Amash in the 3rd Distict. The
following information is from his bic.

e
inspired Peter to pursue 2 path of purpose and service and
instilled in him a love for West Michigan.

Kitrgraduniog igh choo peers st st towarde s
path of purpose was spending a proud year at the United

States Miltary Acaderny at West Pint Loon thereatter,
Peter enlisted in the Army reserves and deployed to Iraq

Most recently Peter e

Republican Congresswoman Lisa McClain is in the seat of

paign. she was senior vice president of
Hantz Group,

Feturning to Michigan to work i urban
and real etate. A passion for service, and
West Michigan, compels Peter o continue to Seek ways.
1o serve his communtty.

The following is a list of Michigan's Congressional
Delegation:

Distict 1 Jack Bergman /Distict 2 Bill Huizenga / District
Peter Meijer /Distrct 4 John Moolenaar / District 5 Daf
Kildee / Distrct 6 Fred Upton / Distict 7 Tim Walkberg
Distict 8 Elissa Slotkin / District 9 Andy Levin / District 1
Lisa McClain / Distict 11 Haley Stevens / District 1
ingell / Distrct 13 Rashida Talib / Distrct 1
Brenda Lawerence

Senators: Gary Peters / Debbie Stabenow

Bill Speer to Retire - Alpena News

by The Alpena News editedbyMPA

K.

s Photo by Justin A Hinkly. Bil, Speer,longtime

publisher of ena eads s o ' ewspaper utlzing te skl setsof the St 10 be

ena News. He added the titeof publsher
eSS ’

cer has receved numerous awards or isreportin
a:dw'r'mng i West g O, ana Mcnoan |~
over 3 reporer, everyihin
from vofen Unied ine Worker ke (0. mlage
proposals, presdentia viits to local poiic.

At The Alpena News, Speer has overseen the transition
d for decades by the

Edition, and saw the potential of the

at The News. She retired in November 201,

While sons Jeremy and Andrew were growing u
Speer coachad many of ther spors teams. He alta
v mlied n numerous e organiaton,zening
22 president or eading campaigns for many of then
Be8e Paul Hars rellow with the Alpens Rotary Club
nd Senes 3 cler i Word of Lie Eaptit

Speerws presicent of the Michgan press Assocation
772015°3 time when the organization ws going
through a critical transition, During his tenure. he had
10 deal with the hiring of a new CEQ and helped
navigate the organzation (hrauah some riew tertory
wiSpapers  across reduced

Publication days or switched (0 al-clectronic versions.

Respapet tecenty I hon of tall Sack of hawspr  ¢aHy Web designers and page developers

Stored st the newspaper in downtown Alpena. Speer

m,
30 s publisher.
Fortytwo'years ago, Alpena News Rublisher 31 Speer
began his professional career as a journalist.

On Feb. 11, when he turns out the lights to his office
for the last time, he will end a career that spanned
three states, numerous roles, and that has seen hi
supervise hundreds of employees.

After graduating from West Virginia Universi
B e e 197 i The ealgeneer
wspaper in Wheeling, West Virginia. In addition to
covering local gavernments, <ponsible for
covering the area's steel and coal industries. In 1981,
he was named Ohio Bureau Editor of The Intelligencer,
and, in 1988, he moved to Alpena to become editor

While techclogyhas changed much of theindusey

iheimpertan job ey have of reporting the nows
accurately an

Speer, 64, said hisyears in Alpen have been
wonderiul with 3 quaiy of I tha + hard to beat

1o stay here rafseour two boy:
Vichigan our home. he s

er said community journalism
o storieling, abjectve reporing, an
gathering al the facts sl remai the comerstone.
3'The Alpena Nows.

Blnted. peopie
oors: Speer said. It s amazing 1
work,‘and passion for their jobs that has made each of
them 5o special. This community s so

ave 3 ocal newspaper ke ours especialy one that

fhas been anhonor to work with al the many

offers the quality of content that w

That hasnever changed and never il he sai
‘Alpena News staff members pride themselves on

completely

Speer will continue his weekly column with. the
newspaper, even after i retrement

"Writing is part of who | am," he said. *I think that

black newsprint flows through these veins.

“As | reflect an my lifes journey, | feel blessed to have

1t s that qualty of e that made it egsy o want

Speer's wife, Diane, was the longtime Lifestyles editor
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spent so mu
‘and make Northeast | will begin  new chapter,
those pages hold."

B o herén g Spee i Soon
T riocs 1o See oot

OMA AMENDMENTS FOR LIMITED
ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

By Robin Luce Herrmann, MPA General Counsel

In late December, Michigan's Open Meetings Act was
amended to provide for electronic meetings under
This month's bulletin_ article
t important amendments and
provides guidance for members.

Whes Can-a Bubke Body Meet Electromeatly?

A public body can meet electronically only to
accommodate an absent member of the public body.
From January 1 to December 31, 2021, that member
must be absent due to (1) military duty, (2) a medical
condition, or (3) an emergency or state of disaster
declared pursuant to law. MCL 15.263a(1) (b). After
December 31, zuzw o3 Public body may meet
lecronicaly “on an’ absent
e o miany oy L =i

Where there is an electronic meeting to accommodate

bers absent due to_military duty or a medical
condition, only those members absent due to military
duty/medical condition may participate remotely. Th
other members of the body must be physically present
at the meeting to participate. MCL 15.263a(8)

What Notice must the Public Body Provide?

of an electronic meeting must be posted at least 18
ours before the meeting begins and clearly explain

Why the public body is meeting electronically;

How the public can paricpate. I s tlephone number,
internet address, or d to participate,
o mformation st be rovided:

How the public may contact members of the pubh:
body to provide input or ask questions on ay

Dusiness that will dome befora the public body at the
meeting: and

How persons with disabilities may participate in the
meeting

The notice must also be placed on the public body's
website i it directly or indirectly maintains an official
interet presence that includes monthly or mor
frequent updates of public meeting agendas or
minutes

Finally,if an agenda exists, public bodies with such a
website must post the agenda at least 2 hours before
the meeting begins. MCL 15.263a(4) and (5).

in 3 Electpgnic
meelingd oW’

BRI o so the public body can hear/be heard
Bl body and permitth public to hear/be
EIOICL 15 263a(2) A public bocy st may ot
require a person to register to attend other than a
mechanism to allow the person to participate in the
Public comment peiod. MCL 15.2639(2)

o an the Pyt Paricisy

A public body may use technology to facitate typed
public comments during the meeting submitted

by the public that may be read to or shared with
members of the public body and other participants
to satisfy the requirements that the public be heard
by others during the electronic meeting and that
members of the public be permitted to address the

electronic meeting.

What Should Reporters Lok for in Monitoring OMA
Compliance?

Members have reported a variety of OMA compliance
issues relating to electronic meetings for the last
months. Experience tells us that will continue. As
always, members should call the hotline for guidance
with respect to each situation; but the following
shuatons should be documented.reported to MPA/

otline, and considered for inclusion in- your
Teporting:

Listaces uherethe public by i ot g any
ublic  participation  wh in-pers
Sectioniclly

2.Instances where the public notice is insufficient.

3.Instances where no agenda is provided in advance to
the public

4lnstances where the public body limits public
to typed comments during the meeting,
0 everyone at the meeting,
3 comments are not actually
considered by the public body.

5 How the public body's practices differ from other
local public bodies. (i, is this a community issue or
one related to that specific public body?).

6.How the public body's practices differ from its prior
practices. (Is this a continuation of a pattern to limit
public participation, eg. requiting comments come
aﬂev all agenda fems are deat with? Does the public

tory_of de-prioritizing/
d-sm:emmzmg pubhc Cormenti)

Again, please contact the Hotline with any questions
or concerns. It is vital that MPA members monitor
theicoca public boies for compliance and report to

gislative fix

I addition to-any fegular motice Tequirements, motice

is eppmpne(e

gvAFounnmou
STORE

ttps://michiganpress org/shop/
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MICHIGAN PRESS ASSCCIATION CONVENTION
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OCT 7TH, 2021 - LANSING, MI
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Annual Convention I managed logistics for the Michigan Press Association's annual convention, including leading the transition to a fully
I\/Iichigan Press Association virtual format during the height of COVID-19. My responsibilities included coordinating Zoom links for attendees and
guest speakers, managing technical troubleshooting, and ensuring smooth execution across multiple sessions. The

event drew prominent AP journalists and featured a keynote from Michigan's governor, adding significant pressure to
an already complex logistical undertaking.
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Thanks for reading! ==

TRAINER

As a little bonus for making it this far, I'll share that | recently
completed three certifications through the National Academy of
Sports Medicine: Nutritional Coaching, Physique Coaching, and
Personal Training. While it might seem unrelated to

communications, these certs have actually sharpened my ability ——

to break down complex information for in-person audiences, a NASM

skill that's been invaluable in my work. CERTIFIED
NUTRITION COACH

Expiras: May 31, 2028

NASM
PERSONAL CERTIFIED - PHYSIQUE &
TRAINER NUTRITION COACH BODYBUILDING

PHYSIQUE &
BODYBUILDING

COACH




	Austin LaFave
	Communications and Marketing Specialist

	Printed Media and Brochures
	Emails Created in Constant Contact
	Google and Meta Advertisements
	Printed Program Flyers
	Logo Design
	University of Michigan - Flint
	School of Nursing

	https://news.umflint.edu/author/aulafave/
	School of Nursing
	AP Style Articles


	School of Nursing Photograghy
	School of Nursing Photograghy (Continued)
	Annual Report
	School of Nursing

	Salesforce CRM
	School of Nursing

	https://www.umflint.edu/nursing/
	Web Design
	UM-Flint School of Nursing


	Events Calendar
	School of Nursing

	Social Media
	School of Nursing

	Michigan Press Association
	https://michiganpress.org/
	Web Design
	Michigan Press Association
	2021 MPA Better Newspaper Contest
	Statewide Contest Spotlights Quality Journalism


	MPA
	w w w.michiga npress.org
	FOUNDATION
	The mission of the Michigan Press Association Foundation is to promote,
	improve and encourage community journalism in Michigan.
	Press Releases
	Michigan Press Association
	In my role at the Michigan Press Association, I managed the organization's WordPress website, overseeing content updates and site structure. I created pages for annual conventions, refreshed content to keep members informed on legislative and industry developments, and built an online shop to handle merchandise and membership sales. This work improved site functionality, user experience, and the organization's digital presence.
	The 101st Session of the Michigan Legislature
	2021 MPA Directory
	Cover Contest

	Executive Director’s Column
	Michigan Press Song


	I managed the monthly Bulletin for the Michigan Press Association, a publication sent to newspapers across the state. Content was gathered from various partners and contributors, and it was my job to bring it all together. Using Adobe InDesign, I handled the full design and layout process, from organizing articles and ads to ensuring editorial consistency and visual appeal. The Bulletin was a key resource for Michigan's journalism community, and I took pride in delivering a polished product month after month.


	The Bulletin
	Michigan Press Association
	The 117th Session of the US Congress has begun
	Bill Speer to Retire - Alpena News
	OMA AMENDMENTS FOR LIMITED
	ELECTRONIC MEETINGS


	Annual Convention
	Michigan Press Association

	Thanks for reading!

